The Gate City Looks East to God's

Grand [Mountains and West to
the Bluegrass.

As Seen By W. J. Lampton, the
Correspondent of the Cou-
rier Journal.

He Says, “Twixt the Bluegrass and the Knmobs It IS
Suugly Situated=It Puts On ‘Big City” Airs and
Has Good Grounds For Doing So.
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ITS HEALTH, WEALTH, SOCIETY AND GEN-
ERAL CONDITIONS OF THE AL TYPE
—A BACHELOR’'S HAVEN.”

A TATLE WELIL, TOLLD

salary of $50 each,

The private school flourishes in its
pristine glory; besides the smaller
i p yo | 8¢hools, there are the Kentucky Train-

The fact of the business is that the [ ™ h "i y 1 ’ ° [‘_ iy
: 7 he | 108 School for Boys, with Major Fow-

Mt. Sterling people, looking to the| '8 [ aC % .
: | ler as principal ; the Harris Institute

Standing with expoectant feet,

Where the Knobs and Bluegrass moet,
Fair Mt. Sterting, fxed between,
Hopes one day o reign as Queen.

west over the Bluegrass. and to the ; : .
' \ ) idea 1 and Emerson Institute for Girls, and
east over the Knobs, have an idea that |

their town is already boss of the whole | (f'“'""“"_i"-“ _“”-'_'_‘ School for Boys,
| Education simply grows on the (rees
in Mt Sterling.
The seots are well
|church buildings, but

shebang, and a few lines of poetry,

similar to the above, will only make '
represented in

there isn't a
really handsome chureh in the town.

them smiie and point the finger of
seoirn at the poet. They talk that way
apnvhow, and they have a8 hustling
. . Several of them have mostly gone Lo
steeple. The Preshyterians (N and 8.) 1

l have two i'l:lil\‘ilf's_ Oon, the

gpirit which may yet surmonn! the
fnsurimountable. ]
; . Pivst, o

M sterling, or, as Historian ( Irsl, n

gquaint old structure, will have reached

linsg oulls i, Mountstevling, is the : z ;
BT I at of Montgomery eounty, | s hundredih vear in 1895 the Chris-
ani Mo tromery county ig one ol the Iens, Buptiste, \’i"”l-"ll‘T'-. ".{'!' opa- |
halteway ¢ ‘mu:.i- s, thut is to say,|''ans and ['rfhlhm AEVD Gne: saoh
witen ."I are there von are half=wan Fhe Catholic is the best building of
!l!-:]h Dlueurass :Ilu'l'l'..lulA‘.\".- v to the | thut denomination T have yet seen,
Iy nobs The Methodists have the best |tnll\ili";

chnrch, the Christians the most ex-

Moulgomery, the twenty-second in . sy ‘
MsIve (R lh Ny A datl -

the order of counties, was formed out pensive (plb, WX b and the Christians
of Clark 1o 1706, and since that thoe

portions of it have been grafted onto

are the most numerous and the rich-
est, notwithstanding we have it that a
iehteen other counties. so that what | "ich man cannot enter the kingdom ol
eightep : 8, N
is left of it is “little, but oh my.”" It I- heaven. T
wus named in honor of Gen. Richard | *}'“‘:‘U.[”‘.}'l""" 0 }"’_l‘ alnmm.‘al-ul the
Montgomery, who was killed at the | hristians, Methodists and Episcopa-
battle ,-,,-.,,,‘, bee in 1775 {Haus own their own parsonages, bat
attlo JBaa 5,
hY ‘-il(-t"linu became a town in 1792, | Episcopalians rent theirs, as they are
and was named, according to Mr. Col- | Mot able to maintain a pastor regu-

Pastorial salaries range from

CITY HALIL.

is the librariar

Among the o &
0dd Fellows, of P,
11,8 Gathollo-irqw
Fellows own their own bo
the Masons bullt themsel
costing $32,000, but som
over-financiered thems uf |
not retain possession of ft.

tent with brick, these merchan :
built handsome stone-front hotises -
‘that are worthy of & place anywhere,
The Tyler & Apperson tour-slopy
stone front leads (helist. Tt cost $30,-
000, has steam heat and electrie lights
and will have sn elevator when the l
water works are completed. Toen
there are the buildings of Diake &
Bigstat, Odd Fellows, Banm. T, P,
Murtin, the building oceupied by Sus
ton & Smith, and the Masonic Temple,
The stous is a light gray frow nﬂm
county, and cost mbont what brick
does. At least, when thev were add-
ing an el to the hotel the brick gave
out and they finished it In massive
stone that looks like a fortress, but it
only shows from the back,

ho doesn't do it.

with thirty cents additional for|town.

taxes, but it will be less after this
vear, so they told we,

The Fire Departinent counsists of | Honse,
teer companies and & chief (J, L. Con- | Itoman
roy ).

duty.

The men are pald when on ! weonmd it that Joashirs eonldn’t

fown witle forty bilnsis o his rsn’
Speaking of Fire Depaviments re=| Lionrn,
minds me of water works, and Mt. o

Stevling is pich o lawyver-

Sterling just at present is laving for | oug by thie lawrens sy et b rial
somebody with & elab on the water
works question.  The works were (o
have been in opecation by the 251h of |
Oetober, but that date passed without
them. As the fiek]l now stands the
water I8 to come from Hinkston river,
where there I8 a

quite near town,

seven-acre reservolr with a twenty-

five acre rékervoir in reserve, as it

were ; a stand-pipe, to be 120 feet high |
has its foundation on the hill near| .

town, and the eity will take sevenly- PUBLIC “.”‘\“'"l_’_
five plugs at §50 each for (he first fifty | . WU'LDING
and $40 for all additional. in Mu Steriiog, snd w caretul censis
At present the eity’s water supply [shows that there are foriv at 1he
comes from cisterns, more than from | Montgomery county bar. Think of &
wells, I mean by thut, the people | town of 5,000 people with foriy Jaw

SCHOOL

any other

| roplace one burned during the war in
The city tax is seventy-five Celltﬂ,jnlmnl'llw fielits that ocenrred in the | was  the
I presume it is hardly neces- | Central
#chools, and the county and Slate]ann' tor e to stnte that there isa
amount to ¥1, which gives Mt, Stcr-iclunk in the tower. The material in
ling the lead of her sister towns on {the building is pressed brick and stone.
The ja’! and jailer's residenco are
[ just sevoss the street from the Court
The re<ideres purt cost $8,-
two fine etgam engines with volun- | 000 and the jnil cost 12000, Tt js o
freestone, amd has a wall

Irlos e

finest scenic
Kentucky. A
volling  conntry  dotted with groves
wndd green ficlls stretches away for ten
milex or more, and rising on the sky
fue like a hedge of misty, hazy blue
that shuts it fn wre the foothills of the
greal mountains, which lie beyond
wd extend exstward for two huaadred
imiles,

display in

In the cemetory are many fine mon-
mments, the finest being that to Judge
Richard Reld, costing §6,000, On the
srave of Denjamin Robertson is the
mavhle figure of his«
Pavy,™

e ol the

fuvorite dog,

distingnished cilizens,
vho showed me over the grounds, told
numie of the

e 1 he cemelery was

Mol fah,” and was of Irish desce ut,
ibiival and mennt “doubling,” he
woked serlous and remarked: “Of
foitrse, of course; ain’y Dubling the
wpital of Drelowd 2 and then I hadn's
ty more to sav, but I hope he will
look the matierup in Genesis! P.8.—
Genesis is a book in the Bible,

There isno Y. M. C. A. in town,
though there n-ed to be and ought o
(e now.  Why it made an assignmeet
[was not informaed,

[

an. s peesented what T ghould say

beautiful,

vt when ol him I thought it was|

TYLER-APPERSON BLOCK.

The business streets, Main and
Maysville, are sixty and fifty feet
feet wide, and when the visitor walks
up from the station to Main strect
he is greeted with a city smell that not
one small town in a thonsand has, It
isan indescribable sort of an order.
I but it smells of commerce and (rade,
snd any one who has ever been in the
narrow streets of a greal commercia)
eity will recognize it at once, Be that
what It Is, M1, Stesling haa a big
wholessle trade with the mountains,
and has had for years, There are
[ four wholesale groceries, one grocer-
:Lm\- and whisky snd two which do
{eonsiderslle jobbing in dry goods and

Illru;_w.

Oune of these houses has, T am .
informed, sold 45 much as $500,000
fworth in one vear.. I may add here
[ that more of the woealthy men have
made their money merchandising
than in any other Binegrass town,
The town crows over its trade, too,
and promises itself great things for
the future . .

The manufacturing interests are
represented by an ice plant, two plan-
ing mills, a hogshead factory, two

have got onto the fact fhat well water town in the
is not the kind of water to drink, und '

vers! Can There is an Associated Charities,

State muke such a showing? Sl | which does w great dea) of good in a

they have made cisterns for them-

stranger, they all make a living at i, [gquiet way, Iis President is Wm.

ling, from Mr. Stirling, who u\\‘:wcllla"li‘v"' — o

. . . 3 ‘olore s y ra )
the land on which it was built, but | : ”-I co “;‘-‘ e )I’:—f '"l:.- thiee
according to good local authority, it | *hurches, Baptist, Methodist and

wag called Mount, because it was near
Little Mountain, the site of “Estill's
Defeat,” and Sterling, because an old
Scotsman, who was at the
time of its birth, wanted to do honor
{0 his native town of Stirling, and no-
body knew that that Stirling spelled
The reader may

present

its name with an |,
take his choice.
The town, T beg pardon, the city,
containg w popnlation of 5,000, though
geveral authorities intimated to me
that it was 8,000, and one man whom
[ asked answered in a nonchalant and
insouciunt mannper, like a Chicago
man: *“Ohb, [ reckon about 12,000 or
15,000, Right
down that there is
about Mt Sterling,

here vou may set it
nothing small |

Or its population, nobody eould say
how muech was colored, for the gentle
gerrvmander has got most of that ele-
ment outside of the city limits so as
not 1o cluster up the polhing places at
election times. This is a wise pre-
caution in eommunities where the vote
is close,

The public =chool 18 housed in a
handsome new building costing $18,-
000 and commandingly situated, The
principal is Mrs, Nannie Hiblev, at a
ralary of 375 a mounth, with eight as-
sistants at $30 and $40 & month, and
In addition to

700 scholars enrolled ,
this school is another to accommodate
the 1,500 white residents of the out-
skirts, Its principal is Miss DBuor- |
roughs, with three assistants.

The volored schools have 731 pupils
enrolled, J, 8, Estill is the prineipal,
with eight assistants, at an aw.-ragel

|ty of $100 u year, and eight Council-

Christian, the latter two of brick, and
the Methodist church, whicn has re-
cently had $2,000 spent on it in im-
provements, is the most attractive
looking church building of them all.
Financially speaking, all the Mt. Ster-
ling churches are out of debt.

The city government is conducted
by a Mayor (Adam Baum), at a sala-

men at $50 a year each,

And here a word for the Mayor,
He was born in Germany, an unusual
thing for a man who holds office in
Kentueky ; he is a Democrat, an un-
usual thing for a German; he is rich,
which is not usual for his thrifty peo-
ple; and he began his career as a
merchant in Mt. Sterling with a pack
on his back. It is men like Mayor
Baum we need in Eentucky, and his

selves, and every town in the State|and seem to he pretty well satisfied,
ounght to go and do likewise before | The canse of this is that they practice
typhoid fever becomes a permanent | over most of the mountain counties to
resident in its midst, so to speak, [ 1he east, and have plenty to do. The
The Mountgomery County Court!|oldost attorney ie Judge B. J. Peters,
House has the blue ribbon on good | ex-Chief Justice, and on the bench for
looks, It stands high to itseif, and as|sixteen years, who at eighty-nine goes
it was finished only in 1890, it has all| to his office every day. leis theold-
the modern conveniences, including|est practicing attorney in the Sfate,

Mitchell, one time President of the
lute Farmers Bank, and now a poor
man. Mr. Mitchell’s charitios were
unostentatious but extensive, and he
gave to the deserving as much as
$45.000,

Thevre is in Mt. Sterling what is not
in most towns of this seol ion, to-wit : a
city building, in which the City Court

career is an example to every young
fellow now growing up in the State.
The Chief of Police is (. T, Wilcon,
with §600 a year and fees, and he has
four men ot $50 a month each, with
an extra dollar for every arrest made,
and there are several made during the
course of a year, for Mt. Sterling is
like the litle girl we read of in the
poem :
“Whaen she is good, she 1= very good, indeed,

FARMERS' BANK .

But when she {s bad, shie 1s horeld,”
Of course, Mt. Sterling never is
“horrid,” but that's the way the poem |

goes,

The Police Judge is Ben R, Turner.
At $900 a year and fees, and the City
Attorney is H. Clay McKee at $900,
The reader will observe *that Bro.
McKee parts his name in the middle:

|

bis hair is parted that way also, but

{atricture ecould not be erected for less |

|
# hundsome [and possibly in the entire country.
The remorkable parl of | The heslth of the town is reported
itis that it only cost $26,000—that is, | good, although there are filteen white

fire-proof  vaults

Conrt-room.,

it ouly cost the county that much. and two colored doctors, & largershow- |

What it cost the contracior las never iug than any other town I have in-
been stated. Builders say such a | vestigated,

Qut on the hill, to the east, is the
than $60,000, Thiz Covrt House was ceemelery, owned by the Odd Fellows,
built to replace one, too gmall for the ! and called Machpelah, From its high-
business, which was built in 1565 tolc'-t point, locking toward the rising

i
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flonr mills, a woolen mill, two ma-
chine shops, two carringe fuctories, a
steamt laundry, and the Newmarket

i the average ,

RESIDENCE T, K. BARNES,

distillery with a capacity of 200 bar-
rels a day, enough to keep the police
busy for two hundred years, if it key
going all the time,

Gas and electricity are the illami-
nents, but the city uses no gas on the
streets.  The people use it at $2.50 a
thonsand and 20 per cent. discount if
paid promptly. The city has $2,000
& year for its arc and incandesceny

There is one hotel, and from & brief
inspection I should say it was above
In any event, it is so
far superior to what the town had
vnce before when I visited it, that

is held ;" also ecll« for transient guests
(of the police, & fire engine room and |
the rooms of the city library, Right |
here let me say this library is the kiod
all towns onght to have. [ containg
tseveral thousund volumes, is well pa-
tronized, and tho city appropriates
| $200 u year for the purchase of new
[books, Whet other town ean Ry as

much for itself ? firs. Cassie Redmon along in cost from $10,000 to #15,000, §
. %1 |

may safely say it is first-class.

There are three banks, one natiomul,
with a eqmbined capital of $350,000,
gud they are doiug & 1ot better than

forie banks have «done iy the same
neighborhood. :
Li Al J
The residences are good and subs
Stantial, without being elegant a

elaborate, The lest of them ﬂ_""

[ n -!'P\,_(_:' /

f

lights, both of which are required tg T
light up the burg the way they wan
it lighted. 'l'
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